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Tracey Harrington/Cheshire Herald
It was a hot time at the Cheshire Public Library last month as The Hot Flashes arrived in town,
bringing their humor and unique sounds to a packed Mary Baldwin Room. The concert was held on
Feb. 23.

Theresa Harrington

by John Rook
Herald Staff

No cases of COVID-19, or
coronavirus, have yet been re-
ported in Cheshire, but that could

soon change.
On Tuesday, Chesprocott

Health District Director Maura
Esposito confirmed that members
of the community, who have
shown symptoms of the virus or

who have traveled to parts of the
world that have experienced a se-
vere outbreak, are currently being
monitored. Esposito did not state
how many individuals are under
observation, only stressing that

it’s “a very low number,” and
that, for those showing symp-
toms, all other illnesses must be
ruled out before the patients can
be tested for COVID-19.

“To the best of my knowledge,

the number of people (from
Cheshire) being monitored is
very low, but we know this is how
the virus has presented itself
throughout the U.S.,” said Espos-

Town Enters “Next Stage” Of Coronavirus Prep

Clearview Phase 2
Passes PZC

by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

The long-awaited decision on
the second phase of the Clearview
Farm Preserve subdivision pro-
ject was finally made at the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission
meeting held on March 9.

Commissioners approved the
resubdivision application, paving
the way for six homes to be built
along Cornwall Avenue Exten-
sion.

The subdivision has been con-
troversial from the start, after the

original plans to develop 21 units
on property off of Cornwall Av-
enue near Mountain Road was
derailed in 2016 when an illegal
dumpsite was found. The devel-
oper then returned in 2017 with a
different version of the plan —
phase one — which was later ap-
proved by the PZC.

The second phase of the pro-
ject has drawn its own round of
criticisms, as many, including
some commissioners, expressed
the belief that Cornwall Avenue
Extension isn’t fit for the subdivi-

$800 Worth Of Equipment
Stolen From Boulder Knoll

by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

The bucolic New England
landscape has always lent itself
well to collaborative community
agriculture, and small towns such
as Cheshire have often reaped the
benefits of these community
farms by offering Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA)
programs that allow the town’s
residents to get a hands-on expe-
rience as to where their food
comes from.

Unfortunately, one of the
town’s most successful CSA
farms, Boulder Knoll, was a vic-
tim of theft that could equal a big
setback for the 2020 harvest sea-

son.
On March 5, a farming spe-

cialist associated with Boulder
Knoll was taking a walk on the
property at 875 Boulder Rd., to
get it ready for the spring season,
when he noticed that the padlock
to the tool shed was gone. 

“We got the call from one of
our guys yesterday,” explained
Hap Jordan, Board member of the
Boulder Knoll Community Farm.
“When he opened the door, he
could clearly see that our Crafts-
man lawn mower was gone,
which was only a few years old.
We bought it to replace the one
that was stolen a few years ago.”

C heshire’s Own Poet Laureate?
Mottola Wants The Job

by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

How does one become a Poet Laure-
ate?

It helps, of course, to be a poet already
and someone passionate about the medi-
um. It also helps to want the “job.”

So, when Cheshire resident Patri-
cia Mottola discovered that Cheshire

didn’t have an appointed Poet Laureate of its own, she thought she
would be a perfect fit. 

“I have been writing poetry for a long time and teaching it to stu-

Pat Mottola

See C O M M U N I T Y, page 4

See E S P O S I TO , page 5

See KURTZ, page 5

See M O T TO L A , page 9

Bringing The Heat
At The Library
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Serving Your Childcare and Educational Development Needs Since 1982

“I can’t thank the Stork Club enough for taking such amazing care of my 
daughter for the last (almost) 7 years! I remember fondly when I came for the 

initial tour at the facility and instantly fell in love!  ~ Amy U.”

Affordable Full / PT Care  |  Open 52 Weeks  |  203-272-1637  |  storkclubs.comCHESHIRE  •  GLASTONBURY  •  MERIDEN
ORANGE  •  ROCKY HILL  •  SOUTHINGTON
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dents and senior citizens. I am so
passionate about it and what it
can do for people,” she said. “A
Poet Laureate is someone who is
responsible for bringing poetry
and culture to a town, and I be-
lieve that is something I can do.”

A Poet Laureate can be anyone
a community chooses; someone
who shows a dedication to the
craft of poetry and has an interest
in sharing that with others. Mot-
tola, who is a currently a profes-
sor of creative writing at Southern
Connecticut State University, has
received multiple awards for her
work and has had it featured in
journals such as the Connecticut
R e v i e w, Main Street Rag, and the
Paterson Literary Review.

She is the author of two collec-
tions of poetry — “Under the Red
Dress” and “After Hours.”

According to the Connecticut
Coalition for Poets Laureate (CC-
PL), 29 towns in the state, includ-
ing Hamden and Wallingford,
currently have their own dedicat-
ed writer, and the state of Con-
necticut has listed Margaret Gib-
son as its official Poet Laureate.

“The Poet Laureate can be ap-
pointed by the mayor, the Town
Council, the Arts Commission, or
the Library Board,” states the
CCPL, on its website. “Require-
ments might include some of the
following: age 18 or older, resi-
dent of the community, desire to
engage with the community in
ways that promote poetry, evi-
dence of knowledgeable engage-
ment with poetry through the
years.”

While the requirements listed
by the CCPL are not official or
binding for how a municipality
can go about choosing a Poet
Laureate, and there is nothing set
in stone for what a Laureate must
do once named, Mottola already
has plans for what she would like
to accomplish if the honor were
bestowed upon her. 

“I would love to create a
Cheshire poetry anthology of po-
ems about different places in
town,” she began. “I would also
love to see poems lining parts of
the Farmington Trail, maybe even
a poetry garden of some sort, and
provide various open mic nights
to showcase the talent we have in
town.”

Mottola has already met with
the Town Manager Sean Kimball
and the various members of the
Cheshire Public Library Board in
order to garner support for her
candidacy, and all that remains is
an official town order. According
to Kimball, the Poet Laureate

proposal has been submitted and
is currently in the hands of the
Cheshire Town Council as to her
nomination. 

“They have all been very kind
to me in my journey,” Mottola ex-
plained. “I really want to put
Cheshire on the map for poetry

and culture in Connecticut.”
If you are interested in learn-

ing more about Mottola and her
work, visit http://patmottoapoet-
r y. c o m / i n d e x . h t m l

To learn more about CCPL
and the Poet Laureate program,
visit http://ctpoetlaureates.com/

Mottola: Have Received Positive Feedback From Local Leaders
Continued from page one

Stay up to date on everything happening in Cheshire — when it’s
happening, while it’s happening. Make sure to visit our website,
www.cheshireherald.com, and sign up for our twice-weekly
newsletter, the Morning Minute with The Cheshire Herald.

HEAR WHAT
MATTERS

CALL 203-774-5493 TODAY!

 ✓ Complimentary Hearing 
Consultation to discuss hearing 
health and answer any questions 
you may have

 ✓ Listening Demonstration so you 
can hear for yourself

 ✓ Risk Free 7 day Trial – Try it at 
home, work and play!

850 N MAIN STREET EXT · SUITE 1C · WALLINGFORD, CT 06492 BESTLIFEHEARINGCENTER.COM

Jennifer Micacci, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Dr. Ronald J. D’Andrea 
Dr. Robert M. Pantera
Dr. Kevin B. D’Andrea 
Dr. Brett M. Pantera

Dr. Brett M.  
Pantera

Welcome to our practice 
2675 Whitney Ave., Hamden, CT 

203-288-0951
HOURS: Monday -Saturday  

www.dpmgeneraldentistry.com Dr. Ronald J. 
D’Andrea

Dr. Robert M.  
Pantera

Dr. Kevin B.  
D’Andrea

A MODERN, COMFORTABLE, AND 
STATE-OF-THE-ART OFFICE AWAITS.
When it comes to our practice facility, we’re proud to 
offer patients an updated space that’s always warm and 
welcoming. Our friendly staff will take the time to carefully 
listen to understand the goals you have in mind. We utilize 
plenty of advanced technology during treatment as well, 
ensuring the accuracy, safety, and effectiveness of your care. 
We look forward to not only meeting your expectations, but 
exceeding them during each and every visit.

Comprehensive Dentistry From Our Family To Yours 
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