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Pages In History

Pages In History will look back
each week at what was making
news in The Cheshire Herald in
years past.

April 7, 1960
60 Years Ago

   The annual Clean-up Pro-
gram of the Cheshire Fire De-
partment got underway on Sat-
urday when Drillmaster James
E. Doherty, dressed as
“S p a r k y, ” and Richard Sta-
pleton of the Department,
starting at the Plaza Gift and
Toy Shop where pictures were
taken, distributed posters to all
the places of business in
Cheshire. As a result of the
campaign, residents called to
have their homes checked for
fire hazards. On Friday, April
22, Drillmaster Doherty will be
at the Cheshire Nursery
dressed as “S p a r k y, ” the
mascot of the National Fire
Prevention Association, and
will talk to the small children
about the dangers of fire.

April 9, 1970
50 Years Ago

  “There are many kinds of
eggs. There are chick eggs,
there are fish eggs, there are
eggs for penguins. There are so
many more too.” Kathleen
Iovene was not writing just an-
other assignment, for the next
sentence in her composition
reads, “Room 6 in Norton
School are hatching chick
eggs.” Miss Catherine An-
cello’s first graders did indeed
hatch chicks — nine of them.
The children had tended the
eggs tenderly for 21 days. They
turned them daily, added water
to the incubator, watched the
temperature, and practiced pa-
tience. Their reward came the
morning they walked into class
to find one chick out of its shell
and the second just emerging.
Several of the other eggs in the
incubator had small holes
which their occupants had
made and were working to en-
large. Robert Shugrue moved
the first chick from the incu-
bator to the brooder after ev-
eryone agreed the chick was
thoroughly dry. While it was
drying, the youngsters had
gathered around the incubator
exclaiming over its peeping and
wondering whether the egg
tooth would drop off before the
end of the school day. A chorus
of disappointed “Oh”s met
Miss Ancello’s “Don’t touch
yet” warning. “Are you
thirsty?” asked one of the chil-
dren once the new chick had
been lowered into the brooder.
The brooder was built by Miss
Ancello from a cardboard
storage box, a piece of glass and
a light bulb.

April 3, 1980
40 Years Ago

  Action of the Board of Tax Re-
view plus the rectifying of er-
rors discovered in an ongoing
review of the October 1979
grand list will result in a reduc-
tion to the list of close to
$700,000, Assessor Arthur W.
Peterson said Monday. The Oc-
tober grand list came to
$369,835,815, a figure which
former Temporary Manager
Richard Sartor reduced by
$500,000 in calculating one mill
of taxation at $361,210. Ap-
proximately 80 appeals were
heard by the BTR, resulting in
51 reductions of assessment to-
taling $545,360. Of these,
$133,510 worth were on real es-
tate holdings, while $411,850
was on personal property
owned by industrial taxpayers.
The overassessments stemmed
from the use of the wrong
schedule in pricing.

Ringing Of Bells Signifies A Community Coming Together

by Jessica Simms
Special to the Record-Journal

In an effort to bring the com-
munity together, the Town of
Cheshire, Cheshire Chamber of
Commerce and Cheshire’s Lights
of Hope started a “Nightly Bell

Ringing.” Each night at 8 p.m.,
residents are asked to ring bells as
a sign the community is united as
it faces the threat of the pandemic.

“During this time of isolation
and separation it’s really a show
of solidarity, giving the people
something to do and kind of unite

behind something positive during
this time that we’re in,” said
Town Council Chairman Rob
Oris. 

Oris heard about other towns
holding a bell ringing and
brought the idea to Yetta Augur,
president of the Cheshire Cham-
ber of Commerce.

“We had heard about it from a
couple of other towns,” Oris said.
“I heard the town of Canton was
doing it. I actually have a sister
who lives in Canton. She had
messaged me about it. At the
same time, I actually had a con-
versation with (Yetta Augur) …
she had heard about it as well. So
we thought it would be a good
idea to implement it here in
Cheshire to the extent we
could.” 

The first bell ringing occurred
on March 24 in a small way. Oris
is hoping for more participation
as time goes on. 

“I see a lot of stuff on Face-
book, people are getting the mes-
sage out, so I’m hopeful each day
it’ll get a little bigger,” Oris said.
“Hopefully, we will start to get

the churches involved …”
The town, chamber and Lights

of Hope are hoping the nightly
routine will show their support
for community members.

“I hope they have something
to look forward to,” Augur said.
“I hope they know we are here
and we created this collaboration
to bring unity.” 

Oris isn’t sure if it will contin-
ue after the virus threat has sub-
sided. 

“The whole point is to do it
now. We’re isolated and separat-
ed at this time,” he said. “It’s real-
ly a way for us to let our neigh-
bors and friends and the commu-
nity know that we are here —
we’re with them. We’re all going
through the same thing together
and, united, we’ll persevere …

“It would be great if we can
take some facet of this forward.
The one thing that I can hope is,
in the face of these difficulties,
we’ll learn some good life lessons
and hopefully we are all reflect-
ing on what’s important to us all
as individuals and as a communi-
t y, ” he added.

Dave Zajac/Record-Journal
A HOPE sign in front of the First Congregational Church in
Cheshire, Friday, March 27, 2020. In an effort to bring the commu-
nity together, the Town of Cheshire, Cheshire Chamber of Com-
merce and Cheshire’s Lights of Hope started “Nightly Bell Ringing.”
Each night at 8 p.m., residents are asked to ring bells as a sign that
the community is united as it faces the threat of the pandemic.

Council Votes To Put Cheshire On The Path Towards Sustainability
by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

At the Town Council meeting
on March 10, members voted to
adopt the Sustainability CT stan-
dards in order to put Cheshire on
a path towards sustainability.

A proposal for the town to
adopt the standards laid forth by
the statewide program, and
to register the Town with Sustain-
ability CT, was presented to the
Council at the February 11 meet-
ing by Alyssa Norwood, Sustain-
ability CT’s Program Manager.

The proposal comes to the
Council after a push from the
Coalition of a Sustainable
Cheshire to get the Town regis-
tered through Sustainability CT.
It was spearheaded by the groups
Board of Directors, co-chaired by
A. Fiona Pearson, a Sociology
professor at Central Connecticut
State University and Karen
Schnitzer, the Vice President of
the Cheshire Land Trust. 

“All of our Coalition for a Sus-
tainable Cheshire members were
extremely excited to have the
Town Councilors unanimously
support us in our effort to bring
Sustainable CT to Cheshire,”
Pearson wrote in an email.
“Throughout the process, Coali-
tion member Jim Jinks was indis-

pensable in helping us to bring
this initiative to the Town Manag-
er Sean Kimball, and to Town
Council leadership. Between the
February and March Town Coun-
cil meetings, both Rob Oris and
Sylvia Nichols asked relevant and
thoughtful questions of us about
the initiative and how it functions
to bring individuals, organiza-
tions, and municipal representa-
tives together.”

Pearson commented on how
happy she was to see that the
Council was receptive to the con-
cept almost immediately, and
credited members for asking
probing questions.

“We appreciate all Councilors’
words of encouragement and
their taking the time to research
and learn more about the initia-
tive in such a short time frame,”
she added.

Over 100 towns have adopted
the Sustainability CT standards,
and Cheshire is just the newest
addition to what the group hopes

will be a state-wide partnership
among municipalities to combat
climate change and provide eco-
nomic assistance to any local
non-profit group or individual
looking to add sustainability pro-
jects to the community. 

“I would like to say that I am
in favor of this program and I am
in favor of the Town Council
making a concerted effort to ex-
pand Cheshire’s sustainability
throughout,” said Councilor
David Veleber. 

Fellow Councilor Sylvia
Nichols also voiced her support.

“We try to do a lot of sustain-
able projects as a Council, but of-
tentimes those efforts are pushed
aside as we get busy,” she
added. 

The proposal was then passed
unanimously by the Council. 

Now that the proposal has
passed, the Sustainability Team,
members of which will be ap-
pointed by the Council in the
coming weeks, will begin the
process of assessing what sus-
tainable initiatives Cheshire has
already completed, and which the
town should consider adopting.
The Sustainability Team will
consist of various town residents,
and Oris was quick to point out
the significance of diversity in
this group.

“Cheshire is a very sustainable
community already and I am ex-
cited to see what is instore for
us,” he began. “But I want to
make sure the sustainability team
is made up of members of the
community who represent a vari-
ety of different backgrounds.”

Cheshire becomes
one of more than
100 communities

to sign up for
program.

See A S S I S TA N T, page 16
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day, March 30, faculty and staff
worked to put in place “the most
robust program possible” for re-
mote learning.

“We wanted to offer as much
as we could (remotely) that we
normally offer on campus,” said
Anderson, who explained that, in
addition to regular class instruc-
tion, students will have access to
a virtual student center, partici-
pate in club activities, and take
advantage of a virtual writing
center, among other offerings.

“We wanted the students to
jump right in and understand that
this is the rest of the semester,”

she said. “I think for the kids,
they can settle down and feel like
this is going to be ok.”

Cheshire Academy did not
rush to cancel its on-campus class
instruction, instead waiting to see
how the state’s reaction to the
COVID-19 crisis would play out.
However, several factors played
into Anderson and the school
making the decision now.

First, Gov. Ned Lamont’s an-
nounced last week that all public
schools would remain closed un-
til at least April 20, with the pos-
sibility that the date could be ex-
tended even longer. That “pushed
us towards making our decision,”
Anderson admitted.

Part of the calculus was the
fact that, when preliminary dis-
cussions were held in February
with Chesprocott Health District
officials and the Town of
Cheshire, it was recommended
that, if one school were to close,
all should do the same. “It wasn’t
demanded that we do so,” said
Anderson, “but that was the
hope.”

Also, Anderson explained how
many of her students returning to
Cheshire would be coming from
different parts of the world, and
would thus be subject to a quaran-
tine of 14 days.

“We have limited facilities to
use in case we had to quarantine
students,” said Anderson. “We
were also thinking of the impact
on local hospitals if we did have
students who tested positive.”

Then there was the issue of
timing. Unlike Cheshire Public
Schools where classes aren’t
scheduled to end until sometime
in June, Cheshire Academy’s stu-
dents would be preparing to leave
campus in May. If the campus
were to be opened at the begin-
ning of next month, it would like-
ly mean only a limited number of
students would return. 

“We want the whole school to
return,” she said. “We don’t want
just day-students to return, or
(students who live on campus) to

return. We want to be together as
a community.”

After the announcement was
made, Anderson held a virtual
town hall meeting with 65 fami-
lies participating. One of the main
areas of concern revolved around
Commencement, which was
scheduled for May 30.

The ceremony will not take
place on that date, but Anderson
promised that the school will hold
the event at a later time this year.

“We don’t know when right
now. Maybe we’ll do it in August,
before students head off (to col-
lege). Maybe we’ll do it during
the Thanksgiving break. But we
wanted everyone to know, we are
(committed) to doing a ceremony
like we do every year.”

The late-summer or fall dates,
Anderson explained, are being
considered so as to maximize the
number of students who could at-
tend. Since many do not live in
the U.S. or in close proximity to
campus, scheduling commence-
ment for earlier in the summer
would likely limit the number of
students and families who could
participate in the full ceremony.

“Watching your child graduate
from high school, it’s as big for
the families as it is for the stu-
dents,” said Anderson. “We also
wanted the school community to
know how important this is for us

as well. We are a small school, so
we know these kids well. (Com-
mencement) provides us the
chance to celebrate how (the stu-
dents) have grown, and that’s re-
ally important for us.”

Like all schools, going from
in-class instruction to online
learning — “transforming our en-
tire semester,” as Anderson de-
scribed — has involved a lot of
planning and creativity. Anderson
credited her leadership team and
entire faculty for working tire-
lessly to get things up and run-
ning as quickly as possible.

“It’s not a surprise that we
came together and cooperated (to
solve a problem),” she said. 

Anderson also credited several
of her fellow boarding schools
from around the state for helping
with advice, as well as the Town
of Cheshire for working with and
involving the Academy in much
of the decision-making process.

“It’s at times like this that you
have an even greater appreciation
for the entire community, and for
our community here (at Cheshire
Academy),” she said. “We know
each other. We know each other
as colleagues. It’s been very reaf-
firming to me as the leader of the
school.”

“We have a fantastic faculty
… we have fantastic students,”
she added.

Anderson: Plan Is To Provide Students “Robu st” Online Experience

der signed by Kimball, the ban
applies to “Town and School ten-
nis courts, basketball courts,
playgrounds, the Dog Park, and
the Cheshire High School
grounds including the turf field
complex.” The order went into
effect Friday, March 27, at 7 a.m.
and will be lifted at Kimball’s
discretion.

The power to do so was af-
forded Kimball after he declared
a local state of emergency on
March 16, due to the spread of the
coronavirus, which activated the
municipal Emergency Operations
Plan. The move also came just a
day after the first confirmed cases
of the coronavirus were reported
in Cheshire. 

What remains accessible to the
public at this time are the town’s
open space trails, the Farmington
Canal Trail, and local parks.

However, Kimball warned in his
executive order that those areas
would only remain open as long
as there were no reported mass
gatherings of people “in close

p r o x i m i t y. ”
“I hope residents will continue

to responsibly use Cheshire’s oth-
er outdoor resources and open
spaces in a safe manner,” com-

mented Kimball, “but certainly if
there are repeated instances
where that is not the case there
could be further steps taken”

“I can’t underscore enough

how serious this situation is and
we need everyone to help and be
personally responsible as we try
to keep our friends, family and
neighbors safe,” he added.

Mariah Melendez/Cheshire Herald
Cheshire Academy has decided to close its campus for the remainder
of the semester and will now conduct all instruction online. Signs at
the school's entrances inform the public that the campus is closed.

Assistant Town Manager Named Sustainability Team Contact For The Town Of Che sh i re

Members of the Sustainability
Team will be chosen based on
their diversity, experience, and
dedication to making Cheshire a
sustainable town. In order to cre-
ate a sense of cohesion between
the Town Council and the new
Sustainability Team, Assistant
Town Manager Arnett Talbot was
named as the team’s contact, al-
lowing for the two groups to ac-
tively communicate with one an-
other seamlessly. 

Due to the coronavirus, there
is no date set for the Sustainabili-
ty team to meet, and it is unclear

as to when the team members will
be announced. 

If you would like to be a part

of the Coalition for a Sustainable
Cheshire, email Sustain-
ableCheshire@gmail.com.

Continued from page one

Kimball: Can’t Stress Enough Need To Follow Guidelines For Staying Safe During Shutdowns
Continued from page three

Continued from page five

and support. Solan also reiterated
his belief that it’s important to
keep April break intact for
Cheshire students and staff.

“Although schools are going
to remain closed until at least
April 20, we are still going to
keep spring break intact,” he be-
gan. “We know a lot of other dis-
tricts are contemplating whether
or not to keep it, but we feel it is
necessary to give our students a
break from remote learning.”

Solan also touched on the fact

that the status of Cheshire High
School’s proms and commence-
ment is still up in the air.

“Next week we will have more
information about how prom and
commencement will be affected,”
he said. “We are looking into op-
tions to have graduation done re-
motely, and are speaking with
vendors to see if it is at all possi-
ble to hold prom in June. I under-
stand that these aren’t ideal situa-
tions, but this is what we have to
work with.”

Solan mentioned that it may be

possible to live-stream gradua-
tion, although he is unsure about
the logistics at this time.

Assistant Superintendent Mar-
lene Silano provided the Board
with the results of a survey that
was sent to Cheshire families ask-
ing for feedback on the effective-
ness of online learning initiatives.

“The overall response from
families is very positive. Most
families feel that they are receiv-
ing the appropriate amount of
support and communication from
their child’s teachers, and they

feel as if the work that has been
given was appropriate given the
circumstances.”

While Silano did mention that
there are some challenges to re-
mote learning — like the lack of
individualized instruction —
overall, the students in the district
are succeeding with the remote
learning provided. 

After Silano’s report, Cheshire
School Districts Chief Operating
Officer Vin Masciana gave an up-
date on how the Dodd free meal
service, which feeds over 600

families who signed up for the
meals in the first week, is going.

“We have been able to get
funds from the USDA in order to
continue this program and have
breakfast and lunch available to
our students. This is the first time
Cheshire has ever done anything
like this, and we’ve been very
successful,” he said.

With questions regarding the
Cheshire Board of Education’s
response to the COVID-19 crisis,
email cpscovid19@
cheshire.k12.ct.us.

District Discussing Options For Holding Graduation, Prom Later In Year
Continued from page one

Public Works Advises On Ways Residents Can Help Street Sweepers

The Town of Cheshire Public
Works Department was expected
to begin sweeping Town roads on
Wednesday, April 1. Sweeping
will begin in the southwest corner
of Town and progress throughout
the Town. A map of the areas in

the order they will be swept is
available at www.cheshirect.org. 

Residents can assist the Public
Works Department by sweeping
sediment from sidewalks into
gutters and moving parked cars,
which will interfere with sweep-

ing operations.
Sweepers cannot pick up

brush, branches or yard waste;
please refrain from discarding
them into the street.

For more information, visit
w w w. c h e s h i r e c t . o rg


