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Colleagues Laud
Bow man’s Service

by Michael Gagne
Record-Journal staff

Republican Paul Bowman’s
sudden resignation from the
Town Council, which he an-
nounced during a meeting last
week, is official. 

Town Clerk Laura Brennan
confirmed in an email last Thurs-
day that she had found the written
resignation, which had been slid
under her office door, on Wednes-

day morning. 
The typed letter, which Bow-

man signed, stated tha he had re-
signed his seat as an at-large
member of the council “e ff e c t i v e
i m m e d i a t e l y. ” The letter was dat-
ed Feb. 11. Brennan stamped the
letter as received 8:30 a.m. Feb.
12.

The Town Council now has 60
days from that date to approve the
appointment of another Republi-

GOP Not Ready To Name Successor

New Group Hopes To
Promote Sustainability

by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

With municipalities through-
out Connecticut looking for ways
to become environmentally
friendly without breaking the
budget bank to do so, everyone is
looking for a financially-feasibile
way forward.

A new initiative in the state is
offering a possible solution and a

group of residents in town is
pushing to ensure that Cheshire
takes advantage.

Sustainable CT was developed
in 2016 through cooperation be-
tween municipal leaders, busi-
nesses, non-profits, and residents
from across the state as a way to
“equitably promote the health and
well-being of current and future

Elim Park Presents Fire, Police Departments With $390K Gift
by Mariah Melendez
Herald Staff

Elim Park Place has been an
important fixture in the Cheshire
community since it moved to
town in 1958, helping to support
the surrounding community and
vice-versa.

In carrying on that tradition,
on Feb. 13, Elim Park gifted both
the Cheshire Police and Fire De-
partments with a $195,000 check,
which officials state will be used
for everything from the purchase
of equipment to offering officers

and firefighters specialized train-
ing. 

The presentation of the checks
was made during a ceremony last
week, hosted by President and
CEO of Elim Park, Brian Bedard.

“This gives us, as a communi-
ty, an opportunity to acknowledge
all that you do and it makes us a
part of it in some way,” he said,
about the PD and FD. “… I often
think, ‘What if false alarms
weren’t false?’ It’s so nice to have
people who are willing to run to-
wards danger in order to save
us.”

Bedard showed a
YouTube video to the
audience depicting
what first responders
and police officers
deal with on a daily
basis. Bedard then in-
troduced Cheshire
Town Manager Sean
Kimball, Cheshire
Police Chief Neil
Dryfe, and Cheshire
Fire Chief Jack Cas-
ner to the audience
and explained how

by John Rook
Herald Staff

If you’re a political junky, you likely were
glued to the television or your preferred
streaming service as results from this year’s
New Hampshire primaries were being an-
nounced on Feb. 11.

But one Cheshire resident had a front-row
seat for everything that was happening. He
didn’t need to “tune in” to any channel. All he
had to do was stop and listen.

Cheshire’s John Hangen, currently a stu-
dent at Quinnipiac University, spent the days
leading up to the New Hampshire primary in-
state, campaigning for candidate Andrew
Yang, the businessman and aspiring politician

Mariah Melendez/Cheshire Herald
(from left) Elim Park Chaplain Wayne Det-
zler, Police Chief Neil Dryfe, Fire Chief Jack
Casner, Cheshire Town Manager Sean Kim-
ball, Elim Park CEO and President Brian Be-
dard, and Elim Park CFO Zell Gaston.

The NH Primary, From The Inside Out

Top: Cheshire’s John Hangen had a chance to meet
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) ahead of the
Feb. 11 New Hampshire primary.
Above: John Hangen (back left) was one of the stu-
dent volunteers for the Andrew Yang campaign.

Photos courtesy of John Hangen
See VETTING, page 5
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Serving Your Childcare and Educational Development Needs Since 1982

“I can’t thank the Stork Club enough for taking such amazing care of my 
daughter for the last (almost) 7 years! I remember fondly when I came for the 

initial tour at the facility and instantly fell in love!  ~ Amy U.”

Affordable Full / PT Care  |  Open 52 Weeks  |  203-272-1637  |  storkclubs.comCHESHIRE  •  GLASTONBURY  •  MERIDEN
ORANGE  •  ROCKY HILL  •  SOUTHINGTON
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Pages In History

Pages In History will look back
each week at what was making
news in The Cheshire Herald in
years past.

February 25, 1960
60 Years Ago

   The Board of Selectmen’s Of-
fice this week released infor-
mation on the possibility of
combining the Planning and
Zoning Commissions in
Cheshire. The Board of Se-
lectmen met with both the
Democrat and Republican
Town Committee chairmen to
discuss the statutes that have
bearing on the Planning and
Zoning Commissions. Much
discussion has been had over
the close correlation between
the two commissions in the
past, and merging the Planning
and Zoning Commissions has
been raised as a possibility
many times. However, the
Board of Selectmen, in a state-
ment released regarding the
matter, stated, “It is our unani-
mous opinion that retention of
separate Boards provides for
the better method of checks
and balances between the Plan-
ning and Zoning functions.”
However, the Board did state
that it believes a Charter Com-
mission, the formation of which
has been discussed by local
leaders, should, if created, “re -
view the whole relationship of
Planning and Zoning for the
Town of Cheshire.”

February 26, 1970
50 Years Ago

  A wave of burglaries and
housebreaks in Cheshire on
Monday brought an appeal
from Police Chief John McNa-
mara that the public assist the
police by reporting immedi-
ately any suspicious activities.
Chief McNamara asked that
the special number 911 be used
in calling the police. “I know
people back away from calling
us because they don’t want to
get involved,” the police chief
said. “But they can call without
giving their names. We won’t
embarrass anyone. All we want
is the information so that we
can act promptly.” Chief Mc-
Namara noted that, in
November a woman saw a
house robbery from her
kitchen and called after the
thief ’s car had left, which was
too late. “We would like people
to call us even if there is a
stranger who seems to be
taking a survey or selling some-
thing. Any stranger is a poten-
tial thief.” On Monday, there
were two burglaries and two
housebreaks. Losses to the
owners from the two burglaries
totaled $2,600.

February 21, 1980
40 Years Ago

  Republican State Rep. Philip
Robertson (R-89) defeated his
Democratic opponent, Coun-
cilman James McKenney, by a
4,378-2,541 margin in a special
election held Tuesday to fill the
seat of retiring State Senator
Lawrence DeNardis of
Hamden (R-34). A low turnout
of only 12 to 13 percent marked
the contest district-wide: voter
apathy was somewhat less in
Cheshire — home of both can-
didates — where 23.5 percent
of the 11,689 eligible voters
went to the polls. Cheshire re-
turns gave the new state sen-
ator the lion’s share, or 1,691;
while Mr. McKenney garnered
support of only 1,048 local
voters. The only town of the
district to vote in the majority
for McKenney was East Haven,
where the Cheshire Coun-
cilman won by a 485-411 vote
margin.

Vetting Of Potential Replacements Began This Week

can to fill the vacancy. If after 60
days the Council cannot agree on
an appointment, Town Council
Chair Rob Oris has the authority
to fill the vacancy without a full
Council vote.

Republican Town Committee
Chair Guy Darter, when reached
by phone last week, said he has
not yet learned about any poten-
tial candidates who might seek
the appointment.

The process of vetting candi-
dates to replace Bowman will be-
gin when the RTC meets this
week.

Adam Grippo, vice chairman
of the RTC, said the Committee
takes the responsibility of filling
that vacancy “very seriously and
will be methodical during the vet-
ting process.”

“We know that whomever we
choose will be replacing one of
the most experienced and respect-
ed citizens in Cheshire,” Grippo
wrote in a message to the R e c o rd -
Journal.

Oris was one of the few people
who knew ahead of last week’s
meeting that Bowman had
planned to step down.

“Obviously, it was a big sur-
prise. I was hoping, maybe by the
time he got to the meeting, he
would reconsider,” Oris said.

The resignation came on the
heels of the second of three public
hearings before the Planning and
Zoning Commission regarding a
proposal to subdivide land along
Cornwall Avenue Extension into
seven lots.

Bowman and his son Phil
Bowman are the developers be-
hind the proposal. At the PZC
meeting, a group of  residents
voiced their opposition to the pro-
posal, which would be the second
phase of an existing development
called Clearview Farm Preserve.

Earl J. Kurtz III, who chairs
the Commission, said an audience
member who spoke during the
hearing had accused Bowman of
using his position as a member of
the Council to push the proposed
development through.

Kurtz said he called that
speaker out of order. The com-
ments she made were “totally un-
called for.”

The hearings on the applica-
tion have been continued until
Feb. 24.

Kurtz called Bowman’s resig-
nation from the Council “a
tremendous loss for the town of
Cheshire.”

Oris and other colleagues de-
fended Bowman as a “community
first”-minded member of the
Council.

“In my experience working
with Paul, he has always put the
Cheshire community first in any
decision-making he has made,”
Oris said, adding the insinuations
of self-interest are “completely
disrespectful to an individual who
has a long history of giving back
to the community.”

“At the end of the day, and I
will underscore this, he has al-
ways represented the Town of
Cheshire with the utmost, highest
integrity, and always put

Cheshire’s interest first and fore-
most,” Oris continued.

Tom Ruocco, a former Town
Council member, also came to
Bowman’s defense.

“There’s nothing to show he
put his personal interest first,”
Ruocco said. “He’s helped the
community in many ways.”

Bowman, when reached by
phone Wednesday, defended both
the development proposal and his
record on the Council. He said
that any time there was a potential
conflict of interest, he recused
himself from Council votes.

Bowman described the latest
attacks as being “antagonistic,
hurtful and troubling.” He felt
they constituted harassment.

The current proposal, in addi-
tion to the new lots, also calls for
a cul-de-sac to be constructed at
the end of the narrow street to al-
low room for emergency vehicles
and delivery vehicles to turn
around, Bowman explained.

During phase one of the pro-
ject, 11 lots off of Mountain Road
were developed at what is now
Beechwood Court. All of those
properties, which were to be cus-
tom-built homes, have sold. Con-
struction has finished on all but
two of the homes, Bowman said.

That part of the proposal was
also met with some opposition
from neighbors, with one resident
going so far as to sue the Planning
and Zoning Commission over its
2017 vote to approve the devel-
opment. That lawsuit was dis-
missed in 2018.

Kevin Jewett, a Cornwall Av-

enue resident, blasted both the
proposal and Bowman.

“He’s trying to get the Town to
pay for the upgrade to the road,”
Jewett said.

Bowman is used to receiving
criticism. He said in his 40 years
as a developer he doesn’t believe
he’s had a development that
wasn’t met with at least some op-
position. But he respects people’s
rights to disagree.

“People opposed to these de-
velopments have every right to
express their disagreements,”
Bowman said, adding that pro-
posals often become better pro-
jects when concerns are aired.

“We do listen to what our
neighbors say,” Bowman said,
adding he takes exception when
the attacks become personal.

Bowman said that, since his
announcement, he has been over-
whelmed by the support he’s re-
ceived, including phone calls,
emails and other messages from
over 100 people expressing sup-
port.

David Schrumm, a former Re-
publican member of the Town
Council, said he is among those
surprised to learn of Bowman’s
announcement. He noted that be-
ing in a position of leadership
comes with added scrutiny.

“Paul’s done a lot for the town
over the years,” Schrumm said.
“Anyone who serves in public
life, you make your sacrifices ...
Also, being a developer, you do
attract a certain amount of criti-
cism, especially when you’re in
public office.”

Cheshire Would Join More Than 90 Towns On Registry
residents,” according to the
group’s website. Sustainability
CT aims to “provide municipali-
ties with a menu of coordinated,
voluntary actions, to continually
become more sustainable; to pro-
vide resources and tools to assist
municipalities in implementing
sustainability actions and advanc-
ing their programs for the benefit
of all residents; and to certify and
recognize municipalities for their
ongoing sustainability achieve-
ments.”

Over 90 towns in Connecticut
have registered with Sustainable
C T.  

The group Coalition for Sus-
tainable Cheshire was founded re-
cently by like-minded residents
who believe in the mission of
Sustainable CT and would like to
see Cheshire added to the list of
cooperating towns.

“I knew I wanted to get in-
volved with Sustainable CT when
I went to a presentation of theirs,”
stated A. Fiona Pearson, a mem-
ber of the Coalition for Sustain-
able Cheshire. “I started to bring
up the idea to friends of mine or
people I thought would want to
get involved, and it grew from
there.”

Pearson, who ran unsuccess-
fully for a seat on the Town Coun-
cil last year, managed to recruit

several community members who
share her passion to create a more
environmentally friendly town.

“As the Executive Director of
Bike Cheshire, I was planning to
participate in Sustainable CT
a n y w a y, ” explained Councilor
Jim Jinks, who is serving his first
term on the Town Council. “It’s a
great way for nonprofits to access
grant funds without some of the
typical hurdles and uncertainty
associated with other grant pro-
grams.”

“But before I started the pro-
cess of pursuing Sustainable CT
funding, Fiona [Pearson] ap-
proached me with her Coalition
idea and told me about the other
nonprofits she was aiming to get
involved,” he continued. “I
thought it was a great idea and I
liked the opportunity to work
with others in our community
with similar goals vis-a-vis the
long-term sustainability of
Cheshire.”

On Feb. 11, a representative of
Sustainable CT, Alyssa Norwood,
was invited by the Coalition of
Sustainable Cheshire to speak at
the Town Council meeting. She
not only explained more about
the program but also what
Cheshire would have to do to get
involved. 

“We ’ve had about 98 towns
register with Sustainable CT, with

Waterbury just registering yester-
d a y, ” she said. “In order to join
Sustainable CT, the Town would
have to establish a sustainability
team and then establish a website
where they can begin to take ac-
tion on some of the tasks and pro-
jects recommended by Sustain-
able CT.”

Norwood went on to explain
that Sustainable CT has a list of
various projects, such as the in-
stallation of solar panels, planting
gardens, and instilling stormwa-
ter education in school, that can
be utilized. These projects help
towns score “points” that are then
tallied and correspond with dif-
ferent certification levels — ei-
ther bronze or silver. At the Town
Council meeting, Jinks pointed

out that Cheshire may already
qualify for one of these levels.

“Based on the inventory of
things we’ve already accom-
plished as a town, I believe we are
already at the bronze level,” he
said. “Sustainable CT will allow
for the Council and the Town to
apply for grant funds at no cost to
the Town.”

While Cheshire has yet to de-
cide whether to officially join the
Sustainable CT program, the
Coalition for Sustainable
Cheshire is actively looking for
support from local businesses and
individuals. Those interested can
visit h t t p s : / / s u s t a i n a b l e c t . o rg /  for
more information, or email sus-
tainablecheshire@
gmail.com with questions.
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